Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks
to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom [...]

[...] We are determined to take the bold and transformative steps which are urgently
needed to shift the world on to a sustainable and resilient path. [...]

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets which we are announcing today

demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda.

They seek to build on the Millennium Development Goals and complete what they did
not achieve.

They seek to realize the human rights of all and to achieve gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls.

They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable
development: the economic, social and environmental. [...]

People

We are determined to end poverty and hunger, in all their forms and dimensions, and
to ensure that all human beings can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a
healthy environment.

Planet

We are determined to protect the planet from degradation, including through
sustainable consumption and production, sustainably managing its natural
resources and taking urgent action on climate change, so that it can support the needs
of the present and future generations.

Prosperity

We are determined to ensure that all human beings can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling
lives and that economic, social and technological progress occurs in harmony with
nature.

Peace

We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free from
fear and violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace and no
peace without sustainable development.

Partnership

We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this Agenda through
a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, based on a spirit of
strengthened global solidarity, focused in particular on the needs of the poorest and
most vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, all stakeholders and all
people.



Declaration

We, the Heads of State and Government and High Representatives, meeting at United
Nations Headquarters in New York from 25 to 27 September 2015 as the
Organization celebrates its seventieth anniversary, have decided today on new
global Sustainable Development Goals. [...]

[...]We are committed to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions
— economic, social and environmental —in a balanced and integrated manner.

We will also build upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and
seek to address their unfinished business. [...]

[...]We resolve, between now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to
combat inequalities within and among countries; to build peaceful, just and
inclusive societies;

to protect human rights and promote gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls;

and to ensure the lasting protection of the planet and its natural resources.

We resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, inclusive and sustained
economic growth, shared prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account
different levels of national development and capacities.

[...]This is an Agenda of unprecedented scope and significance. It is accepted by all
countries and is applicable to all,

taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and
respecting national policies and priorities. These are universal goals and targets which
involve the entire world, developed and developing countries alike.

They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable
development.

The Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, including full respect for international law. It is grounded in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, international human rights treaties, the Millennium
Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome. It is informed by other instruments
such as the Declaration on the Right to Development. [...]

[...] Sustainable development recognizes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, c

ombating inequality within and among countries,

preserving the planet,

creating sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth

and fostering social inclusion are linked to each other and are interdependent.



We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to sustainable development. Billions of
our citizens continue to live in poverty and are denied a life of dignity.

There are rising inequalities within and among countries. There are enormous
disparities of opportunity, wealth and power.

Gender inequality remains a key challenge.

Unemployment, particularly youth unemployment, is a major concern.

Global health threats, more frequent and intense natural disasters, spiralling conflict,
violent extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian crises and forced
displacement of people threaten to reverse much of the development progress
made in recent decades.

Natural resource depletion and adverse impacts of environmental degradation,
including desertification, drought, land degradation, freshwater scarcity and loss of
biodiversity, add to and exacerbate the list of challenges which humanity faces.

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time and its adverse impacts
undermine the ability of all countries to achieve sustainable development. Increases in
global temperature, sea level rise, ocean acidification and other climate change impacts
are seriously affecting coastal areas and low lying coastal countries, including many
least developed countries and

small island developing States.

The survival of many societies, and of the biological support systems of the planet,
is at risk . [...]

We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as
other international instruments relating to human rights and international law. We
emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter of
the United Nations, to respect, protect and promote human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind as to race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth, disability or other status.

Almost 15 years ago, the Millennium Development Goals were agreed. These
provided an important framework for development and significant progress has
been made in a number of areas..[...] The new Agenda builds on the Millennium
Development Goals and

seeks to complete what they did not achieve, particularly in reaching the most
vulnerable.



The new Goals and targets will come into effect on 1 January 2016 and will guide the
decisions we take over the next 15 years. All of us will work to implement the Agenda
within our own countries and at the regional and global levels, taking into account
different national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting
national policies and priorities.

We will respect national policy space for sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, in particular for developing States, while remaining consistent
with relevant international rules and commitments.

We acknowledge also the importance of the regional and subregional dimensions,
regional economic integration and interconnectivity in sustainable development.
Regional and subregional frameworks can facilitate the effective translation of
sustainable development policies into concrete action at the national level. [...]

Means of implementation

The scale and ambition of the new Agenda requires a revitalized Global Partnership to
ensure its implementation. We fully commit to this. This Partnership will work in a spirit of
global solidarity, in particular solidarity with the poorest and with people in
vulnerable situations.

It will facilitate an intensive global engagement in support of implementation of all the
Goals and targets, bringing together Governments, the private sector, civil society, the
United Nations system and other actors and mobilizing all available resources.

We recognize that each country has primary responsibility for its own economic and
social development. The new Agenda deals with the means required for implementation of
the Goals and targets.

We recognize that these will include the mobilization of financial resources as well as
capacity building and the transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing
countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as
mutually agreed. [...]

We emphasize that international public finance plays an important role in

complementing the efforts of countries to mobilize public resources domestically, especially
in the poorest and most vulnerable countries with limited domestic resources. An important
use of international public finance, including official development assistance (ODA), is
to catalyse additional resource mobilization from other sources, public and privatel...]



Today we are also taking a decision of great historic significance. We resolve to build a
better future for all people, including the millions who have been denied the chance to
lead decent, dignified and rewarding lives and to achieve their full human potential.
We can be the first generation to succeed in ending poverty; just as we may be the last
to have a chance of saving the planet. [...] The world will be a better place in 2030 if we
succeed in our objectives.

The Sustainable Development Goals and targets are integrated and indivisible, global in
nature and universally applicable, taking into account different national realities,
capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities.
Targets are defined as aspirational and global, with each Government setting its own
national targets guided by the global level of ambition but taking into account national
circumstances.

Each Government will also decide how these aspirational and global targets should be
incorporated into national planning processes, policies and strategies. It is important
to recognize the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing
processes in the economic, social and environmental fields. [...]



